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A revision of the rules regarding leave in India and furlough
to Europe, for the three great classes of the Government, namely,
the Indian Army, the Covenanted Civil Service, and the Un-
covenanted Service, had been pending for some time before John
Lawrence's arrival. Knowing well the bearings of this many-
sided question, he resolved to settle it in a manner befitting the
merits of the public servants whose labours and efforts he
had witnessed in so many fields of action. He accordingly
appointed the most competent persons in India to frame
suitable sets of rules which he induced the Government in
England to sanction with but slight modification. The simple
record of this great fact affords no idea of the attention he per-
sonally gave to the multiform and often complex details which
involved many conflicting considerations. The rules were de-
manded by the requirements of the age and would sooner or
later have been passed, at least in their essentials, whoever had
been Governor-General. But it is to the sympathy, the trained
intelligence, the knowledge and experience of John Lawrence,
that these great branches of the public service owe the speedy
concession, in so acceptable a manner, of the boons which these
rules bestow.

The finances caused anxiety to John Lawrence from the first,
even to the last day of his incumbency. Such anxiety has been
common to every Governor-General, and to its pressure is
partly owing that substantial success which, despite many
vicissitudes and occasional failures, has crowned the efforts of
Indian financiers. Sir Charles Trevelyan was then Finance
Minister in succession to Samuel Laing. He had, while
Governor of Madras, as already mentioned, strenuously opposed
Wilson's income-tax, and had quitted India in consequence.
Eeturning to the country in a financial capacity he found
the tax in full operation for a five years' term, of which a por-
tion had yet to run. With due prudence and considerateness,
he refrained from urging any radical change respecting the tax;
but he could hardly be expected to recommend its prolongation
or re-imposition on the expiry of its term in 1865. John Law-
rencfe meanwhile had determined to raise loans if necessary for